February Meeting Announcement, News and Precaution
Our Beekeeper’s February meeting will be on Monday, the 24th, 6:30 in the
auditorium of the Cleveland County Office Building (the usual time and place.)
The topic will be on Swarming; the causes, reasons to manage and discussions on
methods to prevent excessive swarming. Steve Gibson will present specifics on
what is generally considered regarding this topic and Ray Maxwell will lead a
discussion and give some details on how beekeepers can manage swarming.
This topic is very important for beekeepers since a colony that swarms will be
much less productive (if at all) than a colony that does not swarm. Also in some
years both the parent colony and the colonies from swarms have a low
percentage of surviving without some extra management.
So bring your ideas and questions on this very, very important topic on Monday
the 24th.

Beekeeping like any aspect of agriculture is constantly being affected by weather
conditions. For example right now we need to have started colony inspections
but will be lucky this week if we can even take of the top covers to check for food
reserves.
Last year was a bad year for local beekeepers to manage swarming; we simply
could not keep up with the bees and as a result honey bound conditions caused
the colonies to begin preparations to swarm. No doubt we could have done
better but it was simply hard to devote the time needed. In our defense last year
was very unique and very much in contrast to this year. So we need to strive to
do the best we can after the “lessons learned.”
For many ornamental plants now is the time to plant or transplant. No doubt
unless you have considerable acreage, planting for bees will have minimal
impacts. However there is enjoyment in watching our honey bees and other
pollinators as they work late winter sources. Please see the pics for 2 shrubby
plants that are very easy to grow that you may consider planting.

Flowering quince is readily worked by honey bee foragers and begins blooming in
late January in some years. Bees readily collect both pollen and nectar from this
ornamental. Many old home sites in this area have this plant that has spread and
persisted.

Winter honey suckle, also called breath of spring also is a late January/early
February bloomer. Like flowering quince, its bloom period is fairly long and can
last up to a month. Check out the pollen on the forager and large pollen pellets.
This bee appears to be accessing the nectaries and in the process pollen is
adhering to her body. Very likely she is about to return to her colony’s hive. The
pollen is very sticky as is evident by the clumping on the flower’s anthers as well
as on the bee herself.

This year’s much wetter than normal weather has prevented honey bee foragers
from being able to fly the majority of the time, even if temperatures are ideal.
Pollen collection has started and this stimulates colonies to begin their season
buildup. Unfortunately some colonies have built up considerably and have begun
to consume stored honey as well as sugar syrup, etc. provided by the beekeeper.
Some colonies are in dire risk of starvation. It is of utmost importance that all
colonies be quickly checked to make sure adequate food is available for them and
if not food added. A quick way to do this is pouring dry sugar over the inner cover
or better yet using a piece of paper and a spacer to place the sugar over the
cluster. This can be done even on days in the mid 40s, just work fast to minimize
disturbing the colony.
This time last year we did not have this problem. Several beekeepers noted that
even strong colonies were able to store honey faster than the expanding
population was using it. What a difference a year makes.

