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One part of beekeeping that truly fascinates me and many of you I am sure are the details 

of the nectar flow.  As part of the project to photograph and put bloom dates on sources 
I have learned a lot.  After years of using a camera’s viewfinder I now just hold the camera 

close to the bee on the plant, press the button until the peep indicates a subject is in focus 
and then press the button all the way.  My camera, certainly not a high end one           

automatically goes in the close-up mode when I do this.   All I need to do is aim the    
camera such that the bee is in the center.   I estimate that at least 30% of the photos taken 

are worth saving, ie bee in focus and a decent pose.  This is far better than I was doing 

using a viewfinder.   

I feel now that tulip poplar (if indeed bees worked this tree this year) is wrapping up as is 

our most common species of blackberry.  These sources are being overlapped by      
American holly which will not be in bloom much longer.  Fortunately what I call our flow 
extender, white clover is very prevalent this year and bees are working it.  Sources to 

come into bloom soon are wild black raspberry (locally called dewberry by many of us), 

persimmon and black gum, which can be locally abundant.    

The clover continues to bloom and apparently offers nectar and also pollen for the bees 

until the weather turns really hot and we have our typical dearth.  However in agricultural 
areas soybeans can fill in and the dearth is not a complete one.   Early planted soybeans 

start blooming in mid July.  Ideally if farmers in your area plant both full season soybeans 
and double cropped soybeans the bloom period is extended through August.  Full season 

soybeans are planted into land that was in winter fallow whereas double crop soybeans 
are planted into wheat stubble after grain harvest.  Soybeans rarely supply enough nectar 

for surplus honey but I feel this crop definitely sustains our colonies during the dearth.   

Please see the photos below and on next page and also take some pics and notes of what 

you see going on.  Pictures and observations of bees on ornamentals are certainly        

appropriate. 

What would we do without our common 

white, sometimes called white Dutch or if 

planted   Ladino Clover?   This plant is so   

common that our bees are really spread out 

and some doubt its importance.  Again the 

camera has assisted me in learning more.  I 

never observed pollen loads on bees working 

clover till today, May 8th when this photo was 

taken.  Note the translucent  appearance of 

the pollen in this  forager’s pollen basket on 

the hind leg.  So obviously she is collecting 

both nectar and pollen.  Note that she still has 

the fuzziness on her thorax so she might have just assumed the last duty of her short life.   
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The camera stops the motion and allows us to see things we could not due to the movement of the bee and the small size.  Note that 

this forager has literally worn herself out for the good of her colony.  The wings are tattered and also notice she has lost nearly all the 

fuzziness from her thorax.  Our common blackberry species, Rubus argutus blooms for a three week period in late April and early May 

and no doubt is a very important nectar source for us.  This species forms dense thickets. Photo was taken on April 28 th. 

 

 

 

 

Bees collect more than just nectar from flowers 

as shown in this photo.  I heard bees in this large 

peach tree and saw that they were collecting 

something at the leaf bases.  I thought that    

perhaps the weather and other conditions caused 

the leaves to exude some sweet liquid.  Or were 

they collecting material for propolis?  Checking it 

out online I learned that peach leaves contain 

nectaries on the leaves and obviously in this case 

the sweet exudate from these nectaries was 

sweet enough for the bees to collect.             

 

This picture was taken on April 14th at            

mid-morning.   Perhaps other sources were not 

as readily available during this time of the day due 

to a heavy dew.   So if it is sweet bees will get it!    
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Farmville Road,  

Shelby, NC 28152 

Come out and enjoy working some bees!  Our May meeting is on Saturday, May 20th at 2 PM. 

The meeting will be a field day and held at the same location as the April meeting.  This is at the Faith    

Blackberry farm on Farmville Road.  This road is only 3 miles or so long and the farm has an entrance sign.   

Also look for some hive equipment at the entrance road.  Note also that across the road on the South side 

is the apiary of Jonathan Davis where we held our field meetings last year.  Farmville road can be accessed 

from Washburn Switch Road.  Just turn at the Convenience store onto West Cabiness Road and after you 

cross where the railroad tracks were turn right onto Farmville.  You can also access from the East from 

Chatfield Road. 

With us once again will be Lewis Cauble and hopefully the beekeeper, Cameron Johnson and the blackberry 

producer, James Webb.  We will follow up on several things we did at the April meeting.  These include  

seeing what happened to the “switcharoo” equalizing method and a split made from a colony having queen 

cells. 

I have learned many things and vowed to adopt them so I can become a better beekeeper from things I have 

noticed and learned at our field meetings.  I am sure this is true for others as well. 

Hope to see you this coming Saturday! 

 

 

 

May 20, 2017 

Field Meeting Announcement 

Honey Bee Biology Corner - Development of The Larva Inside the Egg 

By Regie Endsley 

To this point we have followed a cell as it emerges and becomes the beginning of a new bee.  We followed 

that cell as it traveled down the ovariole tube, into the oviduct.  Our egg was held in place while the queen 

deposited sperm from spermatheca, onto the egg fertilizing it.  Our now female egg was laid in a cell,     

narrow end on the bottom. We watched the development of the egg into a larva. 

The Larva is a very basic organism.  It has no legs, eyes, or more developed body parts.  Its digestive track 

is not even open at the end so it can’t void waste.  The larva main function is to grow.  And grow it does.  

From almost microscopic size it grows to fill the entire cell.  It is fed by worker bees and in the beginning 

lays on its side in a pool of brood food.  Later the worker bees will feed it a mixture of pollen and nectar.  

It has ten breathing holes along the upper side through which it takes in air.  The foregut is connected to 

the midgut but the opening from the midgut to the hind gut is closed.  Its body is mainly the digestive tract 

and the fat body, storage cells.  Over the five to six day larva stage, it grows and stores food to last it 

through the pupal stage of development.    

As it grows it changes positions, stretching out with its head toward the cell opening.  The larva’s skin is 

not elastic.  The larva therefore has to shed it skin every day for the first four days after hatching.  After it 

last shedding it still has about two days of being fed before the cell is capped and it moves into the pupal 

stage.   

Next time we’ll follow the pupal development.  


