
CLEVELAND COUNTY BEEKEEPERS 

Bees Really Working this Year and So Are Some Pests,  
Selling Bees - Some Guidelines, Clarification on Frame Spacer 
Demo at Our April Field Day 

Thanks to lots of saved drawn comb and lots of luck I was able to prevent  
excessive swarming in my colonies.  For those I know did not swarm I am 
amazed at how productive they have become.  I have never had any colonies 
make 7 supers of honey but this may be the year!  Of course the weather has 
been great with most days suitable for foraging and also many sources out there.  
At this writing we are wrapping up the blackberry bloom but the dewberries are 
starting (what I call dewberries are the more viny brambles and in reality they are 
a type of wild black raspberry.)  An invasive shrub that seems to be very  
prominent this year is Chinese privet, locally called hedge privet.  All the privets 
have at one time been planted as ornamentals but the Chinese privet is a very 
serious invasive pest.  I am sure you have seen or fought it.  This time of the year 
there are many sources and lots of times it is hard to identify a prominent one.  
Persimmon is starting as well but I wonder if there is enough of this tree in many 
locations to have a real impact.  See the photo of what I think is Small’s  
Ragwort.  I have noticed this yellow flowered plant along the road all over our 
area but hardly ever see any bee activity.  Is it just one of many less common 
sources that “make up the whole?”  Another example is black gum, now just 
starting to bloom.  The only universal source I can think of that is common 
enough to “stand on its own” is white clover and our bees are starting to work it.  
I just hope our dearth is not an absolute one and waits awhile to start. 

I have had several ask about garden insecticides.  Last year I did a program on 
this topic and I can send you the presentation I did.  I can send it in a .pdf  
format.   Just drop me a note with your email and I can send it to you. 

I would like to mention the only insecticide I know of that has zero adverse  
effect on our honey bees or for that matter any other beneficial.  If you have ever 
grown cabbage or broccoli in the garden I am sure you know all about the  
cabbage worms.  There is a biological insecticide, a bacterium culture that  
controls cabbage worms as well as any synthetic insecticide.  It is available to 
home gardeners under the brand names Dipel TM or Thuricide TM and very 
likely others.   
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The bacterium is Bacillus thuringienses.  It may be hard to find in a form you can mix up in a sprayer but you 
can order on line.   The bacterium has a toxic protein in it which is very specific to worm pests.  You have 
probably heard of the trait being used in genetic engineering and indeed it has been used to make corn and 
cotton resistant to worm type pests thereby drastically reducing the need to use insecticides on the crops.  Early 
on there was some concern about corn pollen falling on milkweed plants and harming the monarch butterfly 
larvae as they fed.  However this was investigated and it was determined the levels of the toxin in the corn pol-
len and the concentration on milkweed leaves was so minimal that no adverse effect would result on the mon-
arch larvae.  Some other insecticides if used wisely will have minimal adverse effect on bees.  One of the most 
common insecticides for home garden use with the active ingredient carbaryl (brand name Sevin TM) unfortu-
nately is very hazardous to bees,  
especially since most of the formulations result in particles that can be taken back to the hives.   

This product should not be used if you are concerned about bee safety.  Fortunately other products that are 
equally as effective on pests are available.   It is all on the Insecticide Presentation. 

At our April field day I demonstrated the use of a tool we can use, a frame spacer which will space out nine 
frames in a standard 10 frame hive body.  I was not thinking and realized that the demo was done using frames 
with foundation only.  It is generally considered that it is best to start out with foundation with 10 frames and 
then later if you desire only 9, you can then space them then.  This insures easy to manipulate frames in hive 
bodies.  Beekeepers have their own opinions of which is best, nine or ten and there are advantages to both.  
Many use ten frames in the brood chamber and 9 for the supers for surplus honey.  This makes it easier to use 
an uncapping knife.  Sorry for the confusion resulting in my not thinking. 

I am excited that several beekeepers have decided to produce bees and queens for sale.  State guidelines require 
beekeepers who sell more than 10 per year to be inspected so if you are considering selling bees give our  
inspector a call. 
 
 
Chinese or hedge privet is a very serious  
invasive in our area.  This year it is for some 
reason a good nectar source and bees seem to 
be   working it voraciously.  It does not have 
the disagreeable odor that some other of the    
privets have.  The lack of over site in the     
ornamental industry unfortunately has  
resulted in many ornamentals becoming 
pests.  Another example is bradford 
pear.  The thorns on the invasive trees  
resulting from birds feeding on the fruit can 
even puncture a tractor tire.  This invasive has 
essentially no value to us as beekeepers. 

The Honey House is ready for use by members but (due to sitting dormant for quite a while) needs a good   
cleaning.  If you can spare an hour or so, please let Annie know @704-482-4365 or    
annie_thompson@ncsu.edu.  This will be a great help (especially if you are planning on using the HH this 
year.) 
Many thanks to the Cleveland County Maintenance Department for taking care of the move and hook-up of 
the power and water.   
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(Right) This cabbage head has been devastated by 
feeding from the cabbage worm.  The use of a  
biological insecticide containing the Bacillus  
thuringiensis, often just referred to as BT is very 
effective and has zero effect on bees and other  
beneficial insects and mites.  The concern for  
pollinators has resulted in more guidelines for using 
insecticides in crops to preserve beneficials.  Also 
the newer products being developed in general are 
less disruptive to natural enemies of pests.   
Unfortunately these products are not readily  
available for use in home gardening.   

 
 
 
(Left) This is a cabbage looper and it is also easily           
controlled by BT.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
(Right) I am pretty sure this plant is Small's   
ragwort.   It is growing and blooming along    
roadsides.  Prior to this year I saw no bee  
activity on it.  Maybe other sources are  
preferred by our bees but obviously this forager 
is collecting something.   
Thanks to Ray Maxwell for the photo. 
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 May 2016 Meeting - Follow Up Field Day 
 

Please join us for our monthly meeting on Saturday, May 28, 2016 @ 1:30 PM 
 
Our May field day will be at the same location as the one in April.  It will be held this Saturday, May 28th at the 
apiary of Jonathan Davis and Maria Padgett at 1625 Farmville Road.  Our inspector, Lewis Cauble will be with 
us once again.  We will follow up on many of the topics we covered in April as well as new stuff.  We are      
planning to demonstrate how a package is made.  You can get to the site by turning at the convenience store on 
Washburn Switch Road and then taking a right onto Farmville.  Farmville road connects Washburn Switch and 
Chatfield and is not a long road.  The Apiary will be on your right, can’t miss it!!  Look for the metal sculpture 
of a bee. 

We will meet at the site at 1:30 in the afternoon.  We are so fortunate to have Lewis meet with us.  We can  
continue to discuss the management of the varroa mite and sampling methods, etc. 

Field days continue to be a great outreach so please if you know of any beekeepers not members of our group or 
in adjacent counties let them know they are welcome to come. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sick Board 
 
Do you know if any of our beekeepers are ill, have  
been hospitalized, or just need our help or prayers? 

If so, please let Annie know and she will send out  
the information to the Association.  704-482-4365 
or annie_thompson@ncsu.edu   
 


