
CLEVELAND COUNTY BEEKEEPERS 

Local Agriculture and Honey Bees & Please “Re-enlist” if 
You Have Not Already Done So! 
Having both educational responsibilities (in the past) both in commercial agriculture and bee-
keeping I am in a very unique position so that I can see both sides of some conflicts.  There is a 
lot in much of what beekeepers read in magazines and other sources that have perhaps made 
some of us beekeepers believe that commercial agriculture is not favorable to beekeeping.  This 
may be true in some parts of the country but I am certain this is not the case locally.  Please allow 
me to explain. 

Our area’s agriculture is mostly small family farms.  As we learned last year our main field crop, 
soybeans was a major nectar source at a time when we normally are in a dearth.  Furthermore 
since in   rural areas there is typically more than just one farmer within foraging distance of our 
hives, the diversity and timing of nectar and pollen sources increases.  For example for me at 
home I can count 7 farmers who plant soybeans within a 2 mile radius.  What this means is that 
more than just a few varieties and planting dates are used and some fields are planted double 
cropped with wheat beginning in late June and others are planted earlier (we call this full season 
soybeans.)  So the result is soybeans in bloom over an extended period of time.  Do soybeans 
need insect pollinators?  Not really.  They are completely self-fertile.  Can you imagine how many 
colonies would be required for a 100 acre field of soybeans?  Cotton is the same; no colonies of 
bees are ever placed on fields for pollination.  This crop does regularly produce surplus honey 
and it is very unique tasting but very prone to crystallize.  And just like soybeans cotton is in 
bloom during our dearth period. 

Peaches are in bloom now and bees are actively foraging on the blooms for both nectar and   
pollen.  Some references mention peaches as a crop dependent on insect pollinators but        
university tree fruit specialists point out that this crop is self-fertile and can be wind pollinated 
for the one variety (Hale) that is not self-fertile. Fortunately our peach farmers do not apply    
insecticides during the bloom period. 

To sum it up agricultural areas with open land and in cases like the above planted to crops that 
benefit our bees are much better than areas without.  Of course some crops do benefit from  
supplemental pollinators.  In this area these include apples, cantaloupes, cucumbers and       
blueberries.  But for the most part our local planted crops are not dependent on honey bees 
placed at the edges of fields.  I certainly feel if you are in a rural area you are very fortunate. 

 Please analyze the anti ag stuff in the magazines, etc.   If you can find a university source you will 
feel much better.  As an example there has been some hysteria about the gmo crops planted.  In 
this area much of the soybean, cotton and corn crop is planted to gmo varieties.  An excellent 
source explaining exactly what a gmo is found on line   https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/ef130    
This article concentrates on corn however it gives  excellent insight into the process of genetically 
modifying crop plants and the FDA approval process.  Yes Uncle Sam loves you!!  There is no 
automatic release of any of these varieties.  In fact there was some question on one gmo trait 
added to corn and the company voluntarily stopped development. 
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This issue is one of many and some have philosophical concerns to new technology and many confusing things can be found on line 
against.  However if you insist on non-biased sources such as from a university you will receive accurate information.  Please check out 
the pics for more info and remember Uncle Sam loves you!!! 

Most members have renewed their membership but if you have not please do so.  This way you can continue to participate in       
meetings, get the newsletter, etc.  Please see attached membership form. 

Clarification of Wood Preservative Active Ingredient 

We had a super meeting last month regarding wood treatments for hive components.  One thing we discussed was treatments sold by 
some of the bee supply places.  One brand name was ECO Wood PreservativeTM.  I searched and found several similar items and in 
all cases the active ingredients are not given and listed only as proprietary.  I called Larry Jahn, NCSU Extension wood products    
specialist and he was aware of the issue and has been involved with the use in beekeeping.  Larry is very suspicious that the product is 
boron based, not copper based as was suggested at the meeting.  I searched and found some do it yourself wood preservatives that do 
indeed use borax, readily available at retail outlets and also boric acid which can be ordered on line.  I did order some of the ECO 
Wood PreservativeTM and will compare to borax so I will keep you posted on this. 
What is for the Bees Now? 

Beginning on or about the 10th of this month lots has started blooming.  Redbuds, wild plum and many  ornamentals such as       
flowering quince, cherries and some holly varieties have all started.  Most of these sources do not bloom for long but of course will be 
replaced by other species.  Also blooming time may be different depending on the weather.  Keep in mind there is a slight difference 
depending on location.  For example wild plum was in bloom March 1st in the Cowpens area of SC but started 10 days later in the 
Polkville area.  Unfortunately Bradford Pear does not supply hardly anything for our bees.  Only every once in a while will you see 
foragers on this invasive tree collecting pollen.  The Red Maples are about finished but if you have Sugar Maples they started on the 
20th in my area.  In agriculture peaches are in full bloom now and blueberries are too. 

Mentor Opportunities 

Many Associations in the state have a formal mentoring program.  If you would like to be a mentor please let me know.  We can 
briefly discuss this at our March meeting. 

A Successful Move! 
Well, it seems that the experiment of moving my 2 colonies a few hundred feet (and not 2 miles) this winter has been a success!  They 
seem strong and are working non-stop bringing in pollen and I am assuming nectar now that a lot of plants are in full bloom.  Annie 

Cucumbers, some of which did not receive adequate     
pollination.  Of the one crop produced in NC the        
cucumber is the one that has the most rented hives placed 
around the fields.  
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This is a ground level shot of purple dead nettle in a 10 acre field.  This field is in winter fallow and the dead nettle will be 
available for bees for a few more weeks, maybe more.  Purple dead nettle begins blooming usually before the first of the 
year and continues till mid April.  Bees work it extensively after the red maples and other early blooming trees cease bloom-
ing.  Note the reddish pollen loads and also the collection of pollen on the bee's head.  Open land with wooded areas in 
rural areas is ideal for our honey bees. 

 

Squash bees in a female squash bloom.  This solitary bee 
that resembles a honey bee can become well established 
wherever summer squash is grown.  Many squash farmers 
do not see many honey bees working the crop.  All pollina-
tors need to be enhanced, not just honey bees. 
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A honey bee working an asparagus bloom.  Of 
course insect pollination is not necessary since the 
part of the crop harvested is not a fruit.  However 
bees are very important in the production of     
hybrid seeds. 

Blueberries, a crop that NC farmers do rent 
hives of honey bees for.  Small plantings can be 
handled by background pollinators but          
supplemental pollination is required by larger 
commercial plantings.   

A honey bee forager just leaving a peach   
blossom.  I used the burst mode for this shot 
and the sequence of pics told me the bee was 
leaving, not diving in as it appears.  Peaches 
are not dependent on insect pollination and 
no hives are rented for this crop.  Some of the 
literature does indicate peaches do benefit but 
the peach specialists do not.  However as you 
can see our bees do benefit from the crop. 
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 March 2016 Meeting 
 

Please join us for our monthly meeting on Monday, March 28, 2016 @ 6:30 PM 
130 South Post Road 

Shelby, NC 28152    
Our Beekeeper’s Association’s March meeting is on Monday evening, March 28th at 6:30 PM at the usual place, auditorium of the county 
office building. 

This meeting will begin with a short 10 minute presentation by Steve Padgett, Director of the Small Business Center at CCC.  Then any  
beekeepers interested in specific questions related to the sale of hive products, etc. will break out into another room. 
 
Those not specifically interested will stay in the auditorium for a presentation and workshop on taking pictures of bees and other small but 
mobile life forms.  Providing us with the expertise will be Hal Bryant, retired instructor of photography at CCC.  Digital cameras offer a 
unique opportunity to photograph bees.  I have found that (online) there is not that much to choose from on bees working specific plants 
and the resolution of most photos is not that great.  For example for the main part of the newsletter I only found one photo of a honey bee 
working on a cotton bloom.   I definitely need to take one myself this summer.   Also our association is beginning to make a data base on 
what bees work and when and photography is a part of the effort.  Please bring your digital camera!  If you are like me there are many      
features that are not used to capacity.  We definitely need to learn more on how to use cameras and document bee activity. 

As always if you have anything to share there will be tables in the back. 

And as always you can bring a friend, even if they are not a beekeeper. 

See you on Monday, the 28th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sick Board 
 
Do you know if any of our beekeepers are ill, have  
been hospitalized, or just need our help or prayers? 

If so, please let Annie know and she will send out  
the information to the Association.  704-482-4365 
or annie_thompson@ncsu.edu   
 

2016 Membership Drive   
THIS WILL BE THE LAST NEWSLETTER BEFORE  

THE MAILING LIST PURGE! 
It is time to renew your Cleveland County Beekeepers 

Association Membership!! 

Please fill out form on next page and mail it with your 
fees to: CCBA, 130 S. Post Road, Suite 1,  

Shelby, NC 28152 
Mailing lists will be purged soon so don’t miss a single 

newsletter or meeting announcement! 




