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When is Breaking with Tradition Appropriate? 

Over time I have seen several practices cease as farmers have adopted new     
technology.  During my career working with field crops there were several     
practices that now no longer are performed.  Prior to the early ‘90s tillage prior 
to planting was common, especially in cotton.  By this time several post       
emergent herbicides had been released such that tillage prior to planting was not 
necessary.  Even so many NC farmers continued to plow the fields prior to   
planting.  Well Uncle Sam required all field crop producers to have in place a 
conservation plan and for us in the piedmont, tillage prior to planting nearly 
always resulted in soil losses such that standards were not met, even with        
terracing.  So now continuous no-till has become the norm and as a result our 
soil’s humic matter has doubled and the surface layers have actually become 
softer. 

In beekeeping I know Uncle Sam will not mandate changes but there are lots of 
things done traditionally, especially with hive bodies and frames and foundation 
that seem to me could be done in other ways.  I am not saying the traditional 
ways are wrong for all but I have broken with tradition in several ways.  For    
example with some of our commercial tight fitting frame parts I first started    
gluing and then using a brad stapler in the side bars, a total of 8 brads.  I now 
only glue the frame parts with a high quality glue and so far have had no issues.  
For me this has saved a bunch of time.  Again the traditional way is not wrong 
but for me I felt an alternative way was better.    

Many issues come to mind, partial shade verses full sun; painting verses staining 
verses an approved wood preservative and water repellent or lining hives up in a 
row verses scattering then with entrances in all directions.  What we definitely 
need to do is tell other beekeepers our experiences and why we prefer one way 
over the other.   Then the decision can be made.  One practice comes to mind as 
a perfect example, one that I really don’t have a preference either way.  This is 
the 9 frame system verses the 10.  I used to be a 10 framer but now don’t bother 
to remove spacers in the estate equipment like I used to.  Nor will I place a 9 
frame spacer in a hive body. 

So to answer the question, my opinion is that it is always very appropriate to 
break with tradition if the new way does not adversely affect the bees or your  
operation.  Let’s learn together.  At each meeting the tables are in the back so 
please share what you have learned.  
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A beekeeper has shared this on line.  Notice that instead of wire some colored fishing line is being used.  No 
doubt some money has been saved by not buying wired foundation, probably about $.30 per piece.  The metal 
inserts in the side frame holes are not needed if using fishing line instead of the traditional wire.  Also notice 
that brads into the side bars are used instead of nails from the top.  I tried using fishing line and am well 
pleased that I have saved money and able to use the cheaper unwired thin foundation.  I used a crochet needle 
and strung 50 pound test line on each side of shallow super foundation.  I feel confident that frames will stand 
up to a radial extractor.   

 

One Beekeeper’s Moving Experience 
   My hives have always been about 75 feet away from my back door.  The only time the bees were ever any trouble was 
when my husband or son mowed the grass in front of the hives with the cuttings blowing towards the openings  (it didn’t 
matter that I told them at least 100 times to mow away from the entrances.) The bees did what came natural and attacked.  
I never  worried too much about my hive placement but now that my grandson is 3 and loves to run all over the yard, I 
decided to move my hives to avoid a possible tragedy.  As anyone who has a child knows, you can preach all day long about 
things that are to be avoided but kids will be kids and I was sure that one day he would chase one of the dogs or cats into 
the territory of my bees and they would probably do what they do.   
   I have always been told that if you are going to move bees, you need to move them 2 feet or 2 miles.  Well, I wanted to 
move mine about 450-500 feet.  I waited until we had a several-day cold snap, sealed them up, screwed wood strips along 
the sides of the hives so there would be no chance of a super shifting and the boys loaded them on the back of our Kubota.  
Slowly we drove down the driveway and made the turn towards the new hive stand.  After a few tense moments the transfer 
was complete.  Since it was really cold,  I left them closed up till the next day.  I waited till mid-afternoon and quickly slid a 
baggie feeder of syrup into each hive and closed them up again.  I left them sealed for 3 days (as cold as it was, they would 
not have flown anyway.)  On the 4th morning, I gave them a 1 inch entrance and in front of the entrances, I placed lots of 
tall weeds, sticks and brush.  Well, some flew that day and I noticed about 100 forager bees had come back to the old hive 
location.  They were just hanging out on the blocks.  I felt bad for them but knew I couldn’t do anything for them.  Lucky 
for me it snowed and the rest stayed in their hives for a few more days.  It has now been about 5 weeks and although I am 
quite sure my population is down, my bees are still flying.  I will consider it a successful venture if they survive the winter.   
I will let you know.  Annie 
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 January 2016 Meeting 
 

Please join us for our monthly meeting on Monday, February 29, 2016 @ 6:30 PM 
130 South Post Road 

Shelby, NC 28152    

 

Our February meeting will feature Sarah Hayes, the manager of the Sherwin Williams store in Shelby.  Sarah 
will discuss the different wood finishes available to us as beekeepers.  Also she will do a demonstration and   
explain in detail to us some aspects of different paints, coverings and protectants.  As always please feel free to 
invite guests, in fact the information Sarah will give us will help anyone who uses paints and other wood       
coverings, protectants, etc.   

After Sarah’s presentation and follow-up questions several from our group will share some of their experience 
with making their own equipment (even frames), foundationless frames and several different hive types.  Also 
we will have frames from several manufacturers so we can compare and avoid some of the issues with bee space, 
etc. 

Our area’s inspector, Lewis Cauble very likely will be attending and can respond to specific issues relating to 
bees regarding products used.  This meeting’s topic is indeed out of the ordinary but I am sure we will all learn 
things that we never thought of before. 

So please join us!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sick Board 
 
Do you know if any of our beekeepers are ill, have  
been hospitalized, or just need our help or prayers? 

If so, please let Annie know and she will send out  
the information to the Association.  704-482-4365 
or annie_thompson@ncsu.edu   
 

2016 Membership Drive   
 

It is time to renew your Cleveland County Beekeepers 
Association Membership!! 

Please fill out form on next page and mail it with your 
fees to: CCBA, 130 S. Post Road, Suite 1,  

Shelby, NC 28152 
Mailing lists will be purged soon so don’t miss a single 

newsletter or meeting announcement! 




