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Most of the goldenrod species are about to wrap it up.  Indeed many of them 

have already finished their bloom period.  Some plants that are in bloom now 

very likely have been mowed delaying the blooming until the regrowth, good 

for us as beekeepers.  Doing our forage project and taking lots of pictures, 

checking and double checking the keys to species was lots of fun but at times 

frustrating.  I have positively (at least I think) identified 7 species of goldenrod 

and know of 2 others that I need to identify to species.  Bloom periods began 

in late July and have continued till now.  

Soon however except for the mowed plants that regrew to bloom we will for 

the most part have only our species of wild aster, the frost aster for a nectar 

and pollen source.  Soon however with the recent rains some of the low  

growing winter sources will start to bloom such as henbit and red stemmed 

filaree (see pic.)  I had never observed this plant till I started watching what 

bees are working.  If you look real close you can also see some dandelions.  

Later the Persian speedwell will start as well as purple deadnettle.  All of these 

sources bloom off and on during the warmer periods of winter and start 

blooming heavy in the spring until hot weather begins. 

Many of us have said that people now are just too neat and don’t allow the so 

called “weeds” to grow during winter months and for that matter other times 

of the year.  So encourage the neighbors to park the mower and the tiller!  Let 

those “weeds” work for our bees! 

Hopefully our last major nectar sources will allow colonies to store enough 

honey to sustain them over the winter.  If this is not the case for all of the   

colonies we of course can intervene by feeding.   I will get to you some    

guidelines that Lewis Cauble is to send me very soon regarding feeding. 

Taking photos of bees working blooms has been a real challenge and I am   

continuing to learn how better to do it.  However please give it a try yourself 

and show me up on some of my pics!! 

http://clevelandcountybeekeepers.org/
http://cleveland.ces.ncsu.edu/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the left is tall goldenrod in foreground and the showy goldenrod in back.  Scientific names are Solidago altissima and Solidago 

speciosa.  The tall is wrapping up the bloom period in this site and the showy is just starting to bloom.  On the right is a tall  

goldenrod blooming a little later than normal and as you can see the frost aster is in bloom.  A great overlap benefitting our bees 

for the winter stores. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left is a view from the top of sweet goldenrod, also called anise scented goldenrod, Solidago odora.  This photo was taken the 

same day as the previous 2 and as you can see the seed are ready to ‘float” into the air to spread this species.  Sweet goldenrod 

begins bloom in late July and thrives in poor soil along roadsides in partial shade.  May be hard to see but this species has shiny 

leaves with only the central vein evident (taxonomical term is one nerved.)  Without starting this project I would never had 

known of this and many other species.  Our wild asters also are many species but I think I will wait till next year to tackle this 

task! Right is red stemmed filaree, Erodium cicutarium which is only attractive to bees in the mornings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A close-up of individual flower heads which have several florets and also on the right an unidentified woodland species.    

Goldenrods are in the Composite family like sunflowers.     
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130 South Post Road - Shelby, NC 28152 - 6:30 PM 

                            Our October meeting will be held at the usual place, Auditorium  

                 of the Cleveland County Office Building     

 

Family/Guest Night on Monday the 23rd   Let’s Make it the Best One Yet!! 

Our wrap-up meeting will be the family /guest night we have every year.  It will be at the usual time and 

place, 6:30 in the auditorium of the county office building.  Following the “potluck” dinner we will have our 

program.  Remember to bring enough food for yourselves and the guests you invite. 

 After a very short business session Steve Gibson will present some highlights of the Association’s activities 

in 2017 and then a preview of the project our association members have undertaken, the honey bee forage 

of the southern foothills. 

Please see the pics below which are very representative of what will be presented.  We will see you all on 

Monday night at 6:30, October 23rd. 

Our January meeting was a little different and featured lifting        

mechanics, so important to beekeepers as they work their hives as 

well as performing other tasks.    

Dusty Quatelbaum with Cleveland Physical Therapy was with us and 

showed us the correct way to lift heavy items and supervised us as 

we practiced.  Here new beekeeper Emmanuel Hunt is practicing 

how to correctly lift a deep hive body with a super for food storage.  

Yes there were weights in the deep hive body. 

 

   
Purple dead nettle, an important late winter thru spring nectar and pollen source.  Note the reddish orange 

pollen on the head which will be transfered to the hind legs using the front 4 legs.  A honey bee working Sea 

myrtle, one of our last sources in the fall.  This plant is becoming much more common and seems to be able 

to grow anywhere making it perfect for disturbed areas.  Interestingly a shrub identical to sea myrtle was  

reported to produce nectar for surplus honey in the semi-arid highlands of Bolivia.  

October 23, 2017- Meeting Announcement  


