
Cleveland County Beekeepers Assoc. Meeting minutes for March 27 meeting 

The meeting was opened with a prayer by Emmanuel Hunt.  President Reggie Endsley presided.  He 
mentioned the ongoing need for mentors for the new beekeepers that took the short course earlier in 
the year.  If any in the association are willing to serve as mentors they are asked to contact Ray Maxwell.  
Reggie told the group that Annie Thompson has suggested a “Craig’s list” type system so if any have 
items that they do not need and want to sell they can send her an email and she will send to the group.   

Reggie mentioned the cook books that the state association is selling and has asked that each chapter 
purchase 20 at $20 each for a total of $400.  The general consensus was for anyone who wanted a book 
to purchase them as per the email forwarded to members earlier.    The total cost to our chapter would 
be $400 and it was felt the cost would be too much and that our members would have difficulty selling 
them. 

Program Chair Steve Gibson asked the group to discuss the issue of having a prayer prior to the 
meetings.  He had in the last meeting erroneously said that in the bylaws it stated that meetings will be 
opened with prayer.  He requested that if the majority felt a prayer is appropriate that the group should 
entertain a motion and vote.  Larry Allen made a motion that meetings will be opened with prayer, Eric 
Gantt seconded it and the motion carried.    

Steve composed a mission statement for consideration based on the objectives in the Association by 
laws as follows:  To provide educational programs to active beekeepers or anybody interested in 
beekeeping and to conduct outreach activities to the general public in order to increase the awareness 
and knowledge of honey bees and other pollinators.  He asked for input from any member and will 
present the mission statement to Annie for inclusion on our website.   

Also Steve indicated that the April field meeting is scheduled for April 15, the Saturday prior to Easter.  
The general consensus was to proceed as scheduled, especially since a follow-up meeting at the same 
site will be held May 20.    Steve asked for input on topics to cover at the field meetings. 

Following the business session Lewis Cauble presented an excellent program, very thought provoking on 
varroa management, tips on using queen castles and steps to take to get colonies ready for the season.  
Lewis gave us several references to use that are on line.  One item discussed was equalizing colonies by 
switching locations.  Some of us are hesitant to do this but after the discussion of the details feel much 
better and very likely will add this to their management schemes.   

Lewis covered several types of splits such as the “walk away split” where the colony’s queen is removed 
with the split.  In this way there are sufficient bees left in the parent colony to rear a healthy and 
effective replacement queen.   For queen castles Lewis pointed out that it is much better to use a queen 
cell on a comb verses only eggs and small larvae for a similar reason, to make sure not having sufficient 
bees of the correct age does not result in a substandard queen.   

In summary it was a super educational event and sparked much thought producing discussion.   



Also Lewis announced an area field meeting in Cliffside behind the old Baptist Church.  It will be held on 
Saturday, April 22 at 10:30 am.    

Respectfully submitted   Steve Gibson 

 

References Given by Lewis Cauble,  Search online for: 

 

Why Did My Bees Die, Malbrath -       https://beeinformed.org/2016/03/08/why-did-my-honey-bees-die/ 

 

Honey Bee Health Coalition   Tools for Varroa Management - 
http://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroa/ 

 

 

 

Area Field Meeting conducted by Lewis Cauble 

Behind Old Baptist Church in Cliffside, 10:30 am, Saturday April 22, From hwy 221a turn up the hill at 
Dollar General Store, take a Right and then another right and you are there!                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

https://beeinformed.org/2016/03/08/why-did-my-honey-bees-die/
http://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroa/

