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President, Sarah Mellon, opened the June 27, 2016 meeting of the CCBA at 6:30 
p.m. in the Extension auditorium.  New business:  the summer meeting of the 
NCSBA will be held in Hickory July 7, 8, and 9. Cost is $35. at the door, or $45. for 
the family.  Be sure to take your state membership card.     
 
The honey house is back in order, cleaned, inspected, and ready for use.  A honey 
house supervisor is needed to make sure the house is cleaned after use and to 
monitor equipment stored there.  This person would keep track of checking out 
the equipment and making sure it is returned in working order.  Meanwhile, get in 
touch with Annie if you wish to use the honey house, extractor, etc.  704-482-
4365 
 
There will be no July meeting of CCBA, but the August meeting will be held at the 
bee cabin as a work day to get ready for the fair.  Contact Judy Gantt if you have 
items to donate for the drawings.  Bee suits for the kids to try on have been 
ordered, which should add to their educational experience.  Later, members can 
check them out for use if needed.   
 
Members save your best honey to bring for the September meeting, which will be 
a honey tasting event. 
 
Sarah Mellon made a motion to renew the yearly donation of $100 to Scientific 
Beekeeping to help ensure they stay operational.  Ken White seconded the 
motion, which was voted on and approved.  Sarah also made a motion to donate 
$100. to help support Dr. David Tarpy in his research program.  Steve Gibson 
seconded the motion; it was voted on and approved.   
 
Be sure to pay $7. local dues and $15. state dues to Steve or Judy Gibson, if  you 
have not done so for this year. 
 
For the program, members welcomed Lewis Cauble, NCDA apiary inspector, who 
can be reached at 828-230-4544 or LewisCauble@ncagr.gov  He shared a very 
informative presentation on varroa mites and how to control them.  They evolved 
with the eastern honey bees and became a problem for our western honey bees 
in 1987.  They move from colony to colony by: natural drift, robbing, swarming, 
absconding, and human aided exchange in bee packages.  They are visible in the 
phoretic stage on the bee, but many more lurk in the reproductive stage on bee 
pupa and larvae.  They prefer older, open brood especially drone brood where 
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they have the longer life cycle advantage.  They cause reduced weight, poor flight 
performance, decreased ability to learn and navigate, and cause them to forage 
earlier in life, affecting their lifespan.  The greater problem is the viruses they 
spread, like deformed wing virus.  There are no treatments for the viruses. 
 Controlling the varroa mite is the only way to be proactive. 
 
The sugar shake is used to check for the mites, which can hide in bee segments. 
 ½ cup of bees equals about the 300 necessary for the test.  If more than 3 mites 
per 100 bees, treatment is necessary.   
 
Non chemical means of control or integrated pest management includes use of 
good genetics, such as varroa sensitive hygienic bees.  Another method, drone 
trapping, can be done in early March, or breaking the brood cycle by doing splits. 
 Monitoring before and after is essential follow-up. 
 
When using chemical means to control mites, be sure to use registered, legal 
miticides.  Two miticides to avoid are Apistan and Check Mite due to resistance 
potential and harboring of chemical in beeswax.  The chemical treatments he 
likes, in order of preference are Apiguard, from the thyme plant, Apilife Var, Mite-
Away-Quick Strips, though temperature sensitive, Oxalic Acid from the oxalis 
plant, and Hop Guard.  It is very important to treat in a timely manner, the end of 
August into September.  Also, very, very important, read the chemical label, and 
apply accordingly.  Third, always monitor to make sure treatment was effective! 
 
An extremely helpful online resource Lewis Cauble likes is Kelly Registration 
Systems.  Labels on how to apply various miticides can be read on this site, as well 
as ability to view MSDS, and much more information is available.  A great 
document he suggested is Tools for Varroa Management.  Also, he suggests 
Mississippi State University Extension, as well as eXtension bee health.  For 
members wishing to delve deeper, Peter Rosenkranz has Journal of Invertebrate 
Pathology available online.  Members can reach Lewis at 828-230-4544, or 
Lewis.Cauble@ncagr.gov for more information on resources available. 
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