
Cleveland County Beekeepers Meeting Minutes – June 26, 2017 By: Karen Lineberger 
 

President, Reggie Endsley, opened the June 26, 2017 meeting of the CCBA at the Extension auditorium.  First 
on the business agenda was repair of the roof on the honey house.  $250. was voted and approved to set 
aside from the association treasury for this purpose.  Also, a honey house committee is needed to manage and 
maintain the house.  Steve Gibson will address this further in a future newsletter.   
 

In other business, it was voted and approved to reimburse Reggie for his out of pocket expenses with regard 
to the bee school held each January.  $300. was approved, as each book costs $7.50 and refreshments and 
other supplies are needed.   
 

It was decided to use the July meeting as an extraction party with hot dogs, etc.  Steve Gibson will provide an 
uncapping demonstration to help make this messy endeavor cleaner and more efficient for all.  The time and 
more information will be available in the next newsletter.   
 

If there is enough interest, the association will explore paying the $45.  fee to apply for a booth at the local 
farmer’s market.  This is an annual fee, but a $15. fee is charged per day to market honey.  If several members 
show up, they may split the fee among them.  This only applies to Saturdays, the Wednesday market is free, 
but you still must have completed the application process.  August 19 is Honey Bee Day at the farmer’s 
market.  Steve Gibson has the observation hive, if anyone would like to use this time as an opportunity to 
educate the public on honey bees and their importance.  Volunteers are needed and appreciated.  If the CCBA 
waits until January or February to apply for a booth, the fee is only $35.  Let it be known if you are interested, 
as this, too, will be addressed further by Steve Gibson in a future newsletter. 
 

The Saturday workday at the cabin was productive.  Thanks to Wesley Voight, who supplied the mulch and 
worked.  Also, thanks to Steve Gibson, Reggie Endsley, Melvin Ware, Don Teague, and David Elliott for their 
hard work cleaning up and landscaping the fair cabin.   
 

In further business, it was voted and approved to reimburse Jonathan Davis for the CCBA website.  This is an 
annual expense that will be on going.  Thanks Jonathan for your work creating this and making the CCBA more 
accessible to the public. 
 

Annie Thompson has approximately 50 medium “used” frames for give-away, contact her at 704-482-4365 if 
interested.   
 

Ken and Ann White also have bee supplies for sale, including an extractor, among other things.  Contact them 
at 704-692-1883 if interested.   
 

Lewis Cauble needs volunteers to man the booth at the Mountain State Fair in Arden, NC.  Workers are 
needed for 3 and 4 hour shifts, with the perk of a free fair ticket and parking pass provided.  Dates are 
September 8 through September 17 and the fair is located across from the airport, close to Fletcher, NC. 
 

Lewis Cauble will conduct a field meeting July 22 at 10:30 a.m. at the bee yard in Cliffside.  Maintenance and 
inspection will take place on three hives, including a sugar shake to check for varroa mites.   
 

State membership cards were distributed to members who had purchased membership in the state 
beekeeper’s association. 
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The program presented by Steve Gibson was Beekeeping and Pesticide Issues.  He is the “man in the middle”, 
as a former agricultural extension agent, who can see both sides of this issue.   
Over the last 40 years, he has seen much improvement in managing pesticides.  He noted that the no till 
method farmers now use for planting has done more than anything else to decrease use of pesticides, as it 
promotes beneficial predators to take care of pests.  It is a most important step in IPM or integrated pest 
management.  Further, 1996 saw implementation of the Food Quality Protection Act.  This stated that 
tolerance for residues that fail the carcinogen test is zero.  Safety relative to pesticides was increased 100 
times.  Less toxic pesticides used in smaller amounts per acre are now the norm.  The most toxic formulation 
still in use today is by far Sevin ™ dust.  The public needs to be educated on the dangers presented to bees and 
the population as a whole by this toxin.  The dust can be picked up by bees and carried to the hive 
easily.  Pesticides such as Super 10 or permethrin that dry on the leaves is safer for bees, and should be 
applied when bees are not foraging.  Also the manner in which it is applied is important, for example, apply to 
the base of the plant only, if that is where it is needed, rather than blooms, and apply very late in the 
day.  Most toxic chemicals in descending order are Imidacloprid, Sevin, Malathion, Permethrin, Spinosad, and 
Acetamiprid.  Use of treated seeds when planting cotton and corn is by far the safest for bees.  The dust 
created from this, that was so controversial in the beginning, has been taken care of.   
 

Lewis Cauble stated that it is important to contact him, as a state bee inspector, immediately, if you feel your 
hive has been compromised or impacted by pesticides.   
 

Steve further stated that IPM began in earnest in 1979. IPM in the garden includes encouraging beneficial 
pests through no till, hand picking pests off the plant, sweeping off plants, if necessary to get rid of pests, etc. 
 

IPM for bees includes use of screened bottom boards, locating hives properly, where they get sunlight, using 
mite resistant stock, managing drone cells in the hive, and rotating use of treatment products to slow 
resistance.  
 

In conclusion, do not use Sevin dust, and read labels on pesticides you do use, carefully.  Super 10 or 
permethrin is safer to use, if used late in the day, as it dries on the leaves and is less likely to be carried back to 
the hive.  Identify pests in the garden and know their life cycle 

 

See you in July for the extraction party.  The August meeting will concentrate on varroa mites, the treatments 
available, how and when to apply them.  The September meeting on marketing honey will be presented by 
Wesley Voight.  He will be paired with Lewis Cauble, who will speak on the biological and chemical 
components of honey. 
 

                                                                                       K.L.  6-28-17   
 


