
CLEVELAND COUNTY BEEKEEPERS 

Meeting Announcement - June 

Our June meeting will be at 6:30, Monday June 27th in the  
auditorium of the county office building.  We are very fortunate  
to have as presenter our NCDA apiary inspector, Lewis Cauble.  
Lewis will do a presentation on the varroa mite and compare the 8 or 
so treatments.   We are so lucky for Lewis helping us out.  He is  
considered the expert in varroa and I am sure we will learn a lot and 
have some very valuable discussion. 
 
This topic is very complicated and most of us are like me, "guilty as 
charged!"  Earlier this month I suspected a colony that had recovered 
from a situation that resulted in lots of drones had a mite problem.  I 
was so sure that I treated without sampling till just after I put in the 
treatment.  Guess what?  I was not above the threshold and I made 3 
mistakes applying the treatment!! 
 
This is a very complicated topic for sure.  For example 4 of the  
treatment's trade names begin with the letters api.  Also the varroa 
life cycle is very very complicated.  Until I made the point to study up 
on this pest I was not aware that a varroa mated female has the ability 
to have up to 5 egg laying cycles.  It is no wonder that this pest can 
explode. 
 
One mistake many of us make is assuming varroa population is low 
since they are not visible on the bees.  Remember mites on adult bees 
can and do "hide" in the area between the bee's thorax and abdomen. 
 
This meeting is one you should not miss so we will not be "guilty as 
charged!"  

June,  2016                           Cleveland County,  NC  
By:  Steve Gibson,  Program Director ,  Cleveland County Chapter ,  NCSBA  
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Many of the colonies that swarmed earlier did not succeed in producing a viable queen and as a result some of 
the workers developed viable ovaries and thus were able to lay eggs.  Unfortunately these eggs are destined to 
result in nothing but drones since laying workers have not mated.  Please inspect your colonies that swarmed 
to make sure you have a viable laying queen.  Some colonies may also have failing queens due to poor weather 
for virgin queens to mate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A frame very likely from a colony with a failing  queen.   
Note there is both worker and drone brood and all of the brood shown is in worker sized cells. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Frame section very likely from colony with a laying worker. Note there is no worker brood. 


