
Cleveland County Beekeeper’s Association 1-30-17 Meeting Minutes:  By: Karen Lineberger 
 
Outgoing president, Sarah Mellon opened the January 30, 2017 meeting of the CCBA by 
introducing Reggie Endsley, who was nominated, voted on, and approved as the new 
president. Thank you Sarah for your year of service in the important job of preserving the bee 
population.  Reggie agreed to serve, conditional on members providing his transportation, as 
he is visually challenged.  Thank you, Reggie, we appreciate you.  Steve Gibson will serve as 
vice-president.  Judy Gibson will again serve as treasurer, and Karen Lineberger as minute 
secretary. 
 
Reggie, Ray Maxwell, and Wesley Voight were kind enough to lead the January bee school, 
which was a great success, with 21 new members welcomed. We commend them for their 
work and philanthropic efforts. Expenditures for the bee school, mostly in the form of books, 
amounted to around $200.  A motion was made, voted on, and approved to reimburse Reggie 
for the books, and Wesley for the refreshments provided.  Also, if you have interesting bee 
photos, including disorders, contact Reggie Endsley @ 704-538-3454 or 
drend@bellsouth.net.  He uses them in the construction of the manuals for the annual bee 
school. 
 
Further new business involved purchasing three queens for the observation hive.  Steve 
Gibson made the motion, it was voted on, and approved to take money from the treasury for 
the queens. 
 
Steve Gibson has researched native plants, including three species of asters as well as 
goldenrod, to enhance the landscape around the fair cabin.  Selected from wild populations, 
they would bloom in time for the fair.  The motion was voted on, and carried to spend $150. 
for this purchase. 
 
Jonathan Davis has found a source for varroa resistant queens.  If multiple queens are 
purchased, the price drops to $35. per queen, if 10 or more are ordered.  If there are other 
members interested in experimenting with this strain of queens, contact Jonathan, as soon as 
possible. 
 
Mentors for the new beekeepers are desperately needed.  If interested, members should 
contact Ray Maxwell. 
 
Steve Gibson will research the CCBA constitution with regard to opening meetings with 
prayer. 
 
Also, Steve has a collection of hive bodies, supers, etc., donated and constructed by the late 
Ron Wilson.  He will offer these for sale at ⅔ the retail price, and put the money to good use 
for his Columbia mission trip.  He has most plentiful, medium (Kelly) hive bodies, frames, and 
foundation, which he is offering for $31. a set.  Contact him at 704-487-4228 or 
stephen_gibson@ncsu.edu 
 
Steve Gibson presented our program continuing the discussion on the correlation between 
beekeeping and religion.  He pointed out that bees are gifts from the creation, and there are 
at least seven accounts in the Bible to support this.  The book of Job celebrates creation, 
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chapters 38-41.  Other accounts are found in Psalms 104, Proverbs 8: 22-31, Proverbs 8:  22-
31, Ecclesiastes l: 2-11, and portions of Isaiah, chapters 40-55.  Videos of foraging bees with 
pollen loads, the dance performance put on by the bees, and other bee phenomena point to 
the creator. 
 
The second part of the program presented by Steve was on swarm management and 
prevention.  The most important tip was to give the queen room before she needs it.  It is best 
to provide drawn comb that has been used in the past, above the brood chamber. Bees with a 
honey ceiling, who are hemmed in with honey, are more likely to swarm. Make splits, being 
sure to include plenty of capped brood in the part removed from the parent colony. When 
making a split include eggs and larvae, as nurse bees will not swarm as long as they have 
young to care for. Checkerboard supers by layering drawn comb supers with foundation 
supers.  Jonathan Davis mentioned that horizontal checker boarding is also an option. Drawn 
comb is alternated with foundation frames in a super. He stated that information on this 
method is available on Tim Ives Facebook page.  Readily available drawn comb is critical to 
help prevent swarming, and the prevention of swarming is vital to establishing and 
maintaining a strong hive.  If you catch a swarm, make sure the queen is not only present, but 
is a viable one. 
 
Inspection of hives should begin early in March, and be performed every 7 to 10 days. Watch 
for queen cells along the bottom edge of frames as these are signs of future swarming.  Of 
course, monitor for varroa mites, hive beetles, and wax moths.  Be sure to store drawn comb 
outside where light is readily available to hit both sides of the frames, as light deters wax 
moths.  Plastic covers may be used on top to prevent water damage.  Even better, store 
drawn comb frames in the freezer to prevent wax moth infestation.  
 
The nine frame system for supers is thought to cause less damage to frames and is safer for 
the queen when managing hives.  Belief is divided on whether to use queen excluders or 
not.  Steve doesn’t use them, as he uses the fume board to force the bees down at harvest 
time.  Wesley Voight likes them when harvesting, he doesn’t have to worry about taking the 
queen with him.  Also, he doesn’t take brood home with him when harvesting.  Other 
members say a super full of honey is a queen excluder, as the queen will not cross a super of 
capped honey. If using a queen excluder, Jonathan Davis pointed out that a top entrance is 
necessary above the queen excluder.  When bees are full of honey, some of them cannot 
maneuver through the queen excluder. A final tip, shared by Steve, to protect the queen, be 
sure the first super added remains above the hive body until the honey is harvested. 
 
Wesley Voight shared information on the SC/NC spring meeting to be held March 3rd and 4th 
in Rock Hill, SC.  If members pre-register, the cost is $40., otherwise it is $50. at the 
door.  Many suppliers will be present at this meeting, and if contacted by members early, they 
will bring the products to the meeting, and shipping charges can be avoided.   
 
Reggie adjourned the meeting at 7:35. 
 
                                                                                    K.L.   1-31-2017 
 


