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Inside this issue: 

Just because it is winter does not mean 

that bees have nothing to work.  In 

most years we have periods of warm  

weather allowing bees to leave the    

confines of the hive.  In most years low 

growing winter annual plants can begin 

to bloom as early as mid-November.   

If we have a weeklong period of warm 

weather these plants can help sustain 

brood initiation. The initiation of 

brood production for us typically starts 

in late December or early January.  In 

some years for some colonies it is very 

likely that brood production never 

ceases entirely.  The following does 

not  include all the winter annual plants 

that bees may visit, just the ones that 

bees seem to prefer the most.  The 

photo on the right shows a winter 

annual ground cover in a garden site.  

At the top left is the purple flowered 

henbit deadnettle, usually referred to 

only as henbit.  Scientific name is    

Lamium amplexicaule.                                                                  

      

The plant just below (above pic) is purple        

deadnettle, Lamium purpureum, not yet in bloom.  

Also shown is common chickweed, Stellaria media  

(white flowers.)  
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The blue flowered plant 

(right) is Persian speedwell.  

Interesting to note that 

both species of Lamium and 

Persian speedwell are    

considered naturalized, ie. 

Introduced from another 

region.  Henbit starts 

blooming before purple 

deadnettle and even though 

bees do work it they seem 

to prefer the later blooming 

purple deadnettle.  

Very likely the reason 

is because the flower 

tube is not as long as 

the picture on the right 

shows.  For both henbit and 

purple deadnettle the pollen 

loads are red.  Notice also 

the red pollen on the back 

of the head and thorax.  In 

this particular forager the 

pollen in the pollen basket 

on the hind legs has just 

started to build up.  In a  

remarkable process and 

while flying the bee will use 

all 6 legs to transfer and pack 

the pollen on the baskets. 
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Perhaps the most important winter nectar and pollen source is our native tree, the red maple, Acer rubrum.  Trees 

have typically only male or female flower parts, ie. we have male trees and female trees.  Apparently bees work both,  

collecting pollen and nectar.  A feature of this species is that individual trees start blooming at different times.  We 

have some early bloomers and in some years these can be seen blooming between Christmas and New Years.  

Bloom period on the tree is quite long, about 3 weeks, even longer if the bloom period is interrupted by periods of  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

very cold weather.  After the early bloomers stop other individual trees “kick in” and as a result this source is  

available over a very long period.  By April first however the bloom period is over. 
 

A forager is on a red maple bloom on a warm sunny winter day.  Notice the pale yellow pollen load just starting to 

form.  On still sunny days you can detect the aroma from the nectar produced.  On the right are the developing  

seeds, also reddish in color.  The female trees at this stage are very showy and many people think the tree is actually 

still in bloom.  Red maple is no doubt one of our more important nectar and pollen sources, especially in areas with-

out open land suitable for the winter annual plants. 

Note the white pollen loads on this forager working Persian speedwell.  This plant as well as common dandelion,    

Taraxacum officinale  on the right begins blooming very early in the winter.  Dandelion pollen loads are orange.     

Dandelion is also naturalized.   All of these winter annual plants continue to bloom until warmer weather in the 

Spring when the plants start to senesce.  Until this time blooms become much more numerous and of course 

weather allows foragers to take better advantage of the nectar and pollen these plants provide.   For the bee’s sake 

we should avoid the temptation to destroy these plants too early for planting a garden.  Usually they start to      

senesce by late March, prior to most garden crop’s planting time.   
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Our January meeting will be Monday, Jan. 30 at 6:30 at the usual place, Auditorium of the county office 

building.  Our regular meeting dates are the last Monday of each month.   
 

We will continue for a short time our discussion on bees and religion with some pics showing how          

remarkable the honey bee is.   Also we will discuss swarm management.  Many beekeepers do not care if 
their colonies swarm and that is fine.  After all putting up a swarm in many beekeepers opinion is the most 

fun part of beekeeping.  However, and a big however, having excess swarms really can reduce honey       

production.  Also, and very big also, the colony that swarmed is put in peril since it has to produce a new 

queen.  Most times a viable queen is produced but in some situations that is not the case and the colony is 

doomed.  Last year we had an apiary that we monitored swarms in.  Despite some efforts to reduce    

swarming on 19 colonies there were at least 6 swarms.  A couple of months later 5 of the 19 colonies were 

found to be queenless.  So the message, excessive swarming can and does result in colony losses. 
 

This meeting is very important.  For business we will discuss the year’s activities and decide on many things 

as well as introducing a new slate of officers.  Lewis Cauble has agreed to help us at the March meeting and 
also at our 2 Saturday field meetings.  These field meetings will be very unique since they will be held on 

farms which use insecticides and also have bees for pollinators.  Lots of discussion will be sparked. 
 

Please open the other attachment.  It was suggested that we compile a list with pictures of local sources of 

pollen for our bees along with the approximate times that they are available.  Some of you have sent pictures 

in for this project.  This is just beginning of this.  It is in a format that can be constantly updated and added 

to.  This particular section covers in general the winter nectar and pollen sources.  Today, Jan. 18 it is sunny 

and bees can be heard working up in the earliest blooming red maple trees.  They have been checking the 

trees out but now you can walk under a tree and hear them.   A very exciting time of the year for sure!   

Please attend this very important meeting.  You can “reenlist” if you have not already done so. 

January 30, 2017 

Meeting Announcement 



Sick Board 

On the left is a peach that is being attacked by June bugs but notice also that bees are collecting the juice.  

If this was in an agricultural setting a peach farmer might have to treat with an insecticide to preserve a 

portion of the harvest.  Some conflicts of interests are inevitable but for the most part commercial      

agriculture and beekeeping complement each other.  On the right is a photo of bees fanning to attract the 

rest of the swarm that was recently put into the hive.  In time all of the bees find and adjust to the new 

home.  This is just one aspect of hiving a swarm that is so remarkable.    

 

Swarm pics submitted by  

local beekeepers. 

 

 

If you know of any members who are sick 

or need assistance please let us know. 

704-482-4365 

 


