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I think it is very fitting to discuss and wrap-up what happened with our bees this year.  I feel      
excessive swarming was an issue in many apiaries since despite the dry weather our bees did build 
up very fast and started storing excess early.  Very likely a very high percentage of days were     
suitable for bees to forage when nectar sources were available.  This situation stresses the        
importance of swarm management.  Early on I felt that colonies that did not swarm put up the   
normal amount of surplus honey.  However when the heat and the drought started I felt the 

normal nectar dearth started abruptly and was a little more severe than average.   

Dearth related robbing was reported by several beekeepers and all mentioned that they had placed 
wet supers out for the bees to clean up.  I had this problem for the first time in my 15 years or so 
keeping bees.  In the future I will go to the trouble of placing wet supers above an inner cover of a 
strong colony and letting the bees in that colony clean up the combs.  This is best done just before 
dark.   Also reducing the entrance of the weaker colonies more likely to be robbed out I feel is a 
good idea.  I will also do this in 2017.    
 
On the subject of weak colonies I need to do a better job of determining if re-queening is the best 
option.  I caught (in some bait hives) some late swarms and a high percentage of these dwindled 
down to very weak colonies.  For less than $30 per colony very likely I would now be looking at a 

colony building up nicely instead of stored drawn comb. 

I have noticed over the years that there is a profound difference in locations of our apiaries.      
Even though all locations seemed to not have adequate late summer/early fall nectar and pollen 
sources, one in particular stood out and you guessed it, losses were way above average there.      
So what to do?  I think this year I will start to feed pollen substitute paddies in the colonies        
themselves early if the bees do not seem to be bringing in much nectar and pollen and brood     
production as a result is not adequate to raise those all-important overwintering bees.   Remember 
if you feed patties to not put on more than bees consume in one week because of small hive     
beetles. 
 
I monitor for mites every year and last year I made a point to sample every colony, not fun but I did 
learn a lot.  To sum it up last year was a very heavy mite year.  The virus symptoms (curly wings, 
smaller bees, etc.)  did not seem that obvious so I am wondering if the reports of less virulent virus 
strains are displacing the more virulent strains is not happening here in the southern foothills.  I also 
question whether the wording of what may be happening is correct….are less virulent strains    
predominating or are strains that simply do not result in the obvious symptoms “taking over.”  I   
cooperated with Scientific Beekeeping by sampling bees from colonies with high mite counts.  I left 
one not treated and honestly did not see obvious virus symptoms but the colony finally crashed.  
Mites were so numerous that I could see some of them crawling into worker cells just prior to the 

cells being capped.   

Based on my sampling I treated well over half of my colonies, the most I have ever treated since I 
stopped routinely treating .  So if you lost a higher than average number of your colonies and did 
not sample or treat, very likely varroa mites were the issue if your losses were higher than normal.  
In 2015 I estimate a third of my colonies needed treatment, in 2014 less than a fourth needed   
treatment and in 2013 honestly I had in some colonies a hard time finding mites in the sampling 
process and as a result did not treat any of the colonies.  Sampling every colony as I mentioned is 
not fun but I think we as beekeepers need to do a much better job of using sampling which is the 
hallmark of Integrated Pest Management (IPM.)  Many other areas of agriculture do a much better 
job of sampling and scouting than we do.  So let’s make a resolution for this year!  If we need to 

hear Lewis Cauble’s varroa talk I am sure he will oblige! 

http://clevelandcountybeekeepers.org/
http://cleveland.ces.ncsu.edu/


 

Last year because of drought and also a general loss of habitat I do not feel our bees were able to store up 

for the winter compared to in years past.  Our common wild aster is a source of both nectar and pollen.   

Usually when bees are foraging this plant you can detect the distinctive aroma in the apiary.   

This has not been as obvious in recent years.  
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Lifting and moving heavy hive bodies and brood chambers is a real challenge.  However it can be done in 

ways to greatly reduce the chances of getting hurt.  We will learn more about this complex subject at our 

February meeting.   

Mailing List Purge 

Please don’t forget to renew your annual CCBA membership.  Local dues are only $7.00.  You can go to: 

https://clevelandcountybeekeepers.files.wordpress.com/2014/06/beekeepers-membership-form-2017-

writable.pdf for a writable membership form or fill out the one enclosed in this newsletter.  As always, you 

can join at the February meeting.   

 

Mailing lists (paper and email) will be purged soon so hurry and get your membership in so you don’t miss 

any newsletters or meeting announcements. 

https://clevelandcountybeekeepers.files.wordpress.com/2014/06/beekeepers-membership-form-2017-writable.pdf
https://clevelandcountybeekeepers.files.wordpress.com/2014/06/beekeepers-membership-form-2017-writable.pdf
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130 South Post Road 
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Our February meeting will be on Monday Feb. 27th at 6:30 pm at the usual place, County Office Building    

Auditorium, 130 South Post Road, Shelby.  Presenting the program will be Dr. Dusty Quattlebaum from 

Cleveland Physical Therapy Associates.  As many of you know last summer by not paying attention to how I 

was lifting and moving some honey laden supers I pulled some muscles which irritated my sciatic nerve and it 

was months before I was anywhere near back to normal.  Dusty worked with me and got very interested in 

beekeeping tasks and the complexity of how to perform them with the least likelihood of damage to our 

physic. 

The topic of course will be of concern to all of us, how to perform physical tasks without getting hurt or 

sore.  Of course it will apply to not just beekeeping but to heavy lifting, etc. in general. So as always please 

feel free to invite guests.  We will even have tasks demonstrated and how to perform them correctly.  These 

tasks will be ones we commonly do as beekeepers such as removing and replacing heavy honey supers, lifting 

brood champers and placing onto a truck and the reverse, moving heavy concrete blocks and moving heavy 

pallets.  I will have available items for these chores so we can practice. 

Also there are some stretching exercises we can do to condition ourselves so the likelihood of getting hurt 

is reduced.  So if you have a mat please bring it.   

As always please feel free to bring items and share your ideas.  A beekeeper has one of the Flo Hives and will 

bring it so we can observe and see how it works.  From what I understand the expense is prohibitive but if it 

works may be appropriate for hobbyists. 

Hope to see you Monday night, February 27th. 

 

Rest of year’s meeting topics: 

March 27 -  Small Scale Queen Rearing 

April -  Field Meeting..Date and Time TBA 

May -  Field Meeting..Date and Time TBA 

June 26 -  Probably an outreach meeting to celebrate pollinator month 

July -  no meeting? 

August 28 -  Probably a speaker from native plant society, and of course honey tasting! 

Sept. 25 -  Meeting at Fair Beekeepers Cabin to get ready for our main outreach activity 

Oct. 30 -  Family/Guest Night  

February 27, 2017 

Meeting Announcement 




