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The April 30, 2016 meeting of the CCBA was a field meeting held at 1625 Farmington Road, the busy aviary of 
Jonathan Davis and Maria Padgett.  A nearby blackberry farm meant happy bees.  The importance of a close 
water source was emphasized, as we viewed the pond they had constructed, complete with plants such as 
water lilies and water hyacinth to serve as a landing in the water to prevent drowning of thirsty bees. One hive 
needs 4 to 5 gallons of water per day.  Saint John’s Wort was noted as a plant the bees are drawn to when 
blooming.  In the aviary a small pine tree in close proximity to the hives was helpful for catching swarms.  A 
hive was placed under the tree with lemon grass oil or a commercial lure, such as Bee Charm, available from 
Brushy Mountain, to help ensure the bees enter the hive.   
 
Jonathan keeps excellent records written on the back of his hives with a sharpie pen.  He also uses a brick 
system, to help him identify what needs to be done in each hive.  If the brick is turned on it’s side, it means 
one course of action or straight up, another course of action. 
His bees were on their best behavior and were not upset with our invasion.   
 
There was a good turn-out for the meeting, and we were privileged to welcome our state bee inspector, Lewis 
Cauble, who shared a wealth of information with us.  He shared his sugar shake method, and an easy way to 
judge 300 bees by using a ½ cup measuring cup. Before attempting the sugar shake, always make sure the 
queen is not present on the frame from which you are harvesting bees.  Using a large plastic peanut butter jar, 
there are no worries of breaking the jar.  If there are 6 mites or more per 300 bees, the hive will require 
treatment before the winter, as healthy bees are more likely to over-winter well.  He recommends a sugar 
shake in early spring and again before the winter.  The diseases and viruses the mites transmit are the 
problem.  Be sure to read the label of the miticide you choose.  Lewis will talk more about miticides at the 
June meeting.  Some beekeepers cut their treatment in half, which is less likely to harm the bees or cause the 
queen to shut down.  A positive note was the decrease in the prevalence of deformed wing virus. 
 
The proper method to load and manage a smoker was demonstrated.  Start with a hot fire in the bottom such 
as that provided by pine needles or shredded newspaper, rolled burlap, packed cotton, or even cotton dryer 
lint.  In the center, wood chips or compressed wood pellets or horse bedding from Tractor Supply.   Top all this 
off with something cooler burning, like grass.  It is possible for the smoker to be too hot and burn the bees, 
test the smoke on your arm first.  It should be packed tight, and let the bellows provide the oxygen.  Use care 
with the smoker as sparks emitted could catch hives on fire.   
 
The hives should have adequate ventilation; use a screened bottom board if possible.  When entering the hive, 
look for swarm cells, good brood patterns, supersedure cell, eggs- meaning the queen has been there within 
three days.  When viewing a frame the presence of honey or pollen means the queen is not likely on that 
frame.  If a split is done before the brood is capped it could prevent swarming.  Once the bees are in swarm 
mode, adding a super will not prevent swarming and very little can be done, other than try to catch them. 
 Worker bees who swarm are 10 days old or less, as they will need much energy to establish a new hive.  We 
were lucky enough to see the bees festooning, or making wax, as one hive was taken apart to view. 
 
If a hive is split, move it to another location for at least 7 days, so they will not try to go back to the former 
hive.  Then, it is safe to bring it back to the apiary.  Make sure the queen has enough room to lay her eggs, 
frames laden with honey and pollen cannot be utilized for brood.  If a colony becomes too defensive, some 
beekeepers add a new queen, others are not concerned if there is good honey production. 
 
 



Two top bar hives were present for viewing and use was demonstrated.  Melted wax was painted onto the 
bar, from which the bees could draw their comb.  Beekeepers saw an active queen castle from which Lewis 
Cauble retrieved a queen and placed her in a plastic queen cage with a tube on top.  This was plugged 
with bee fondant to form a time-release capsule.  Attendants with their heads in a cell were chosen to care for 
her.  A complete bee package will be made at the next field meeting.  The May field meeting will be held at the 
same aviary to follow up. The field meeting date will be announced. Thanks to Jonathan and Maria for hosting 
us. 
 
The honey house is still not operational, but beekeepers may use any equipment housed there.   
 
Steve Gibson will recruit the Master Gardeners to help with plantings for the bee cabin at the fair. 
 
                                                                                                         K.L. 
 


